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Report To: CARBON REDUCTION PANEL 

Date: 24 November 2011 

Reporting Officer: Robin Monk – Assistant Executive Director – Economic and 
Technical Services 

Subject: PROPOSAL TO SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT OF A 
‘LOW CARBON BUSINESS NETWORK’ 

Report Summary: To provide information in regard to the development of a 
business network for companies working in the low carbon 
sector and related supply chain.  

Recommendations: That the Panel support the proposal to develop a Low Carbon 
Business Network.   

Links to Community Strategy: The development of a low carbon business network will 
contribute to the priority of a Prosperous Tameside and will 
also help to achieve the Attractive Tameside priority of 
Promoting Environmental Sustainability.  

Policy Implications: There are no policy implications arising from this report. 

Financial Implications: 

(Authorised by the Borough 
Treasurer) 

It is in the Council’s interest to develop a network that supports 
businesses working in the low carbon sector to enable ideas to 
be shared, and different models of working developed.  The 
network will also allow the Council to get a more concise view 
of the “green business” in Tameside and the economic and 
financial benefits of same. 

All feasibility work must be carried out within existing budget 
provision. 

Legal Implications: 

(Authorised by the Borough 
Solicitor) 

This report sets out a proposal to improve the environmental 
and economic well being of Tameside in accordance with the 
Council’s Sustainable Community Strategy. 

Risk Management: There are no risks associated with this report at this point.  

Access to Information: The background papers relating to this report can be inspected 
by contacting the report writer, Alison Lloyd-Walsh, Head of 
Environmental Development by: 

Telephone:0161 342 3332 

e-mail: alison.lloyd-walsh@tameside.gov.uk 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION  

1.1 The Low Carbon business sector is one of increasing importance to the economy, 
internationally, nationally and regionally.  In 2009/10 the global low carbon and 
environmental goods and services sector was estimated to be worth around £3.2 trillion, the 
UK is currently 6th in the world in this sector, with an estimated value close to £117 billion  
The UK sector employed an estimated 914,000 in 9/10 and the market experienced growth 
of 4.3% from 2008/09.  Given the potential value and growth potential of this sector we   
need to ensure that this sector in Tameside is well represented and given every opportunity 
to grow and prosper.     

 
1.2 The relationship between the Council and businesses within the Borough is an important 

one, and we already have a successful track record of effective working via initiatives such 
as the Tameside Business Family and the Tameside Business Summit. Work is currently 
ongoing to re-shape and develop different models of working with our businesses to offer 
support and facilitation so that they can grow and prosper in these economically difficult 
times. 

 
1.3 One of the ideas in this re-shaping is to form a variety of ‘interest groups’ to represent 

different business sectors within the Borough.  These groups would all sit under an 
overarching project/initiative similar to the Tameside Business Family.  We have already 
formed an informal ‘Digital/Creative’ Network which already appears to be paying dividends 
in relation to businesses using the network to share information, share contracts and 
generally become far more aware of business opportunities available to them.  It would 
therefore seem appropriate to develop this way of working for other sectors.  

 
1.4 The principles behind any business network is to provide an opportunity for businesses to 

meet together and to use that for mutual benefit.  The way in which businesses can meet 
can be in the traditional face to face meeting setting, through electronic networks such as 
Linkedin and through special interest /project groups.  As a Council we are proposing to 
assist this networking by facilitating the initial network meetings and maintaining  an 
ongoing input into the network by providing information, advice and signposting to relevant 
resources.  
 

 
2.0 PROPOSAL  
 
2.1  We propose to develop the facilitation a local business interest group with the working title 

of ‘Low Carbon Business Network’ to bring together those businesses in Tameside working 
in the low carbon sector and related supply chain.  Initial discussions with a number of 
relevant businesses has indicated that a network such as this would be very useful, whilst 
businesses benefit from already established networks such provided by the Chamber of 
Commerce and the Business Family they indicated that a more targeted network would 
provide additional benefit .    

 
2.2 Within the Borough we know of some businesses already working in this sector but we do 

not have the complete picture, as the definition of a low carbon business can and does 
encompass a range of professions, manufacturing and service provision businesses.  One 
of the aims of the network would be to be able to get a much more concise view of the 
‘green business’ in Tameside and its potential value to the local economy.  

 
2.3 The network will be developed to ensure a fit with the more strategic work going on to 

reshape the business support function, but there are some initial actions that we can take 
to begin to develop a network :- 

 



 
 

 

 Discuss proposal with a variety of ‘known’ sector businesses to get a clearer idea of 
what they would want from a network and the best ways to get businesses to join in. 

 Develop methods to enable sector businesses to let us know that they exist, this will 
help in ascertaining potential size of network.  

 Investigate what other Local Authorities are doing in respect of this sector. 
 
2.4 It is anticipated that this feasibility work will continue until January 2012 with the first of the 

network events taking place before the end of the financial year.  
 
 
3.0 RECOMMENDATION 
 
3.1 That the Panel support the proposal to develop a Low Carbon Business Network.  
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